NEXT MEETING
July 20, 2017
PCCC @ 6PM

Topics: Corporate Lands
for Learning

SUMMER 2017

Our July 20 Program will feature
speakers from the Alabama Wildlife
Center. They will have live birds of
prey on display.
The Center is Alabama’s oldest and
largest wildlife rehabilitation and
education facility.
Every year, AWC rescues,
rehabilitates, and returns to the wild
almost 2,000 native birds from over
100 different species. AWC also
provides over 300 conservation
education programs annually, reaching
over 70,000 people from Alabama
and beyond, inspiring responsible
preservation and protection of our
precious wildlife resources.

Be sure to make your calendar for
Thursday, July 20, 2017
6:00 PM
at the Pell City Civic Center
It will be a most
interesting program.
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Message from the President
My, this spring and summer have certainly been different than the last couple of years. Roses,
hydrangeas, lilies, everything in the garden are brilliant, healthy and growing. Of course, that also
means we can sit on the porch and watch the grass grow right before our eyes. But no complaints,
it has been glorious. We lived in Germany for several years early in our marriage and people would
ask me what I missed about Alabama. Of course, I said huge watermelons and tomatoes big enough
that one slice would cover a sandwich. But then I would tell them about “green rain”, you know
those short late afternoon rain showers on a hot summer day. They always left the world fresh,
cooler and to me everything looked greener therefore “Green Rain”. My German neighbors liked
the vision and wanted to experience my summer rains to which I said “come visit us in Alabama”.
Many thanks to Logan Martin LakeFest and Boat Show for their generous donation of $500 to LMLPA.
It will be put to good use as we continue protecting the quality and quantity of the waters of Logan
Martin Lake and keeping the public informed on important issues.
The PH comparators that LMLPA uses for water quality monitoring in our Alabama Water Watch
kits have been replaced with a newer version. In support of education, LMLPA donated its old pH
equipment to Eric Muth at Pell City High School for use in his science classes. We were glad to put
them to good use in training our future generations of scientists.
It really is heartwarming to see how our many groups work together to ensure the quality and
quantity of the waters of Logan Martin Lake and the surrounding area.
Waiting patiently for summer,

Linda

Linda Ruethemann, President

PLEASE HELP LMLPA
SAVE $$$$!!
For many of our members we have both mailing
addresses and email addresses. Some members have
already requested to get the newsletter by email only
and that certainly cuts our cost. This copy of Water
Waves newsletter is being sent to everyone else for
whom we have an email address as both paper and
email versions.
If you would consider getting the Water Waves
Newsletter by email only, please let us know by
sending an email to membership@lmlpa.org
Thank you for considering this option and freeing up
$$$$ for educational and other projects.

The Logan Martin Deep
Grouting Project
For most of the last 50 years, Alabama Power Company has
been performing remedial grouting of the Logan Martin Dam
foundation. Here is some information about the ongoing
grouting project and how Alabama Power is working to protect
Logan Martin Lake now and for future generations:
•First off, what do you mean by ‘grouting’? Grouting is
performed by drilling a hole through the dam to a planned
depth in the dam’s foundation. At Logan Martin, the drilling is extended into the limestone
and dolomite bedrock. At this depth, a grout mix (including cement and water, as well as other
additives which enhance the effectiveness of the grout) is injected under pressure. The grout ﬂows
out from the hole location, with the intent being to create a ‘curtain’ of grout that blocks seepage
and ﬁlls voids within the bedrock.
•Why are you grouting the foundation at Logan Martin? Logan Martin Dam is constructed over
a karst geologic formation. Karstic bedrock is prone to erosion by water (called solutioning)
over very long periods of time. A result of the solutioning is increased seepage of the reservoir
through the foundation which, if left untreated, can ultimately lead to erosion of the dam’s
soil embankments. Grouting the rock at Logan Martin forces this seepage away from the dam,
protecting it from this erosion.
•When did you start the Logan Martin grouting project? A foundation grouting project was
performed during original construction, and again in the late 1960s. In 1991 the Deep Grouting
Project was initiated and continues today.
•What does Deep Grouting mean? Prior grouting efforts were not taken to the depths that are
now reached with Deep Grouting. The grouting at Logan Martin is among the deepest in the
world, and dam safety at Logan Martin is being enhanced daily by this effort. Grouting at Logan
Martin Dam is recognized not only for its achievements in dam safety improvement but also in the
innovations in dam grouting that have been developed and tested there.
•What level of oversight is there for the grouting project? The grouting project is overseen
by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and their staff of dam safety inspectors, as
well as by a third-party board of consultants who are recognized experts in grouting, geology and
dam safety. This oversight is in addition to that by Southern Company dam safety engineers and
specialists that monitor the dam daily.
•Do you expect grouting to continue at the dam? Karst solutioning is a long-term dynamic
process. Once the end of the current project has been reached, Alabama Power has pledged to
maintain the on-site infrastructure, equipment, and personnel needed to continue the grouting for
the foreseeable future. This grouting may be targeted at a speciﬁc location needing bolstering or
for a new program identiﬁed by our rigorous dam safety surveillance and monitoring program.
•Is the dam safe? Yes. Logan Martin Dam is judged by Alabama Power, FERC, and third-party dam
safety experts to be safe, but we constantly inspect and monitor the facility to ensure its safety
now and for generations to come. Alabama Power is committed to this effort. Nothing is more
important than the safety of the public on our lakes and downstream of our dams.
Richard L. Mickwee, P.E.
Dam Safety & Surveillance Supervisor
Southern Company Generation – Hydro Services

Summer Bacteriological Monitoring
Escherichia coli (E. coli) bacteria normally live in the
intestines of people and animals. Most E. coli are harmless
and actually are an important part of a healthy human
intestinal tract. However, some E. coli are pathogenic,
meaning they can cause illness, either diarrhea or illness
outside of the intestinal tract. The types of E. coli that can
cause diarrhea can be transmitted through contaminated water or food,
or through contact with animals or persons (from CDC web site). The EPA has determined that the
presence of bacteria is a good indicator of fecal contamination in fresh water.
LMLPA monitors use Alabama Water Watch bacteriological monitoring protocols to determine “ﬁrst
alert” levels of E. coli in frequently used swimming areas. Our goal is to determine if there are regular
occurrences of E. coli counts above the one time alert level of 235 colony forming units (cfu) of E.
coli. If so, LMLPA will continue to monitor the site each summer until the situation improves. In prior
years of monitoring, we have only seen one example of regular E. coli spikes and that was remedied
when the City of Pell City removed many of the geese from the Lakeside Park swim beach.
We monitor once per month to determine a background count and after rain events during which
E. coli on the surrounding land mass could wash into the lake. Our samples take from 36-48 hours
for any E. coli to grow into a large enough colony to be seen by the naked eye. Thus, our data will
always be about 2 days old and only valid for the day, time and place that the sample was taken. Our
data cannot be used to predict what the water conditions will be at any future time. It should also
be noted that our sample is extremely small (3mL) when compared to the size of the lake.
LMLPA, as well as ADEM, discourages swimming or other whole body contact with the water in the
immediate area of waste water discharges. For locations of waste water discharges in the Coosa
Valley, including Logan Martin and its tributaries, visit coosariver.org.
LMLPA will post concerns of E. coli counts above 235 cfu/100mL as they become available. Remember,
you always swim at your own risk.
The free Swim Guide app is available for Apple and Android devices. The Coosa Riverkeeper tests
once per week May – Sept. on Thursdays at selected sites around the lake and posts the results on
Swim Guide on Friday afternoons.

Basic Chemistry Workshop
Saturday, July 29, 10 am – 3 pm at the Pell City Civic Center Arts and Crafts Room
Bring sack lunch, drinks provided. Wear shoes that can get wet, bug spray, sunscreen and hat as
needed for afternoon hands-on practice in lake.
We always need monitors, especially near the Stemley Road/ Choccolocco Bridge Crossing and near
Stemley Bridge this year. All new monitors will be placed on established sites. To sign up for the
training, email itrussell@aol.com or call Isabella Trussell at 205 884 4169.

FROG NIGHT HUGE SUCCESS
Twenty-one children, 12 and under, along with their parents
and grandparents, enjoyed Frog Night at Lakeside Park on the
night of June 16. After a preliminary introduction by Dr. George
Cline of Jacksonville State University’s Field School and the biology
department and distribution of ﬂashlights, the participants hiked down
to the wetlands observation deck to listen as Dr. Cline identiﬁed frog sounds
and to watch his students wade out into the wetlands to catch frogs.
LMLPA gives a huge shout out to Pell City’s Parks and Recreation,
especially Ashley Thomas, Bubba Edge, Steve Powell and Chip Shipley
for their help with registration and site preparation. And, of course,
LMLPA thanks Dr. Cline and his graduate students Katelyn Henderson,
Grifﬁn McDaniels, Andrew Collins, Zach Starr and undergraduate
student Jacob Garmon . Last, and crucial to the event success, were
LMLPA Frog Night helpers
Roger Sauterer, Martha
Hayes, Joe Keener,
Debbie Cearley, Dana
Herren, Mike Riley, and
Dick Franke, along with
Madison, Trinity and
Emily as “helpers in
training”.

Quite a bit of creativity went into the boats - maybe more
creativity than engineering. All but 1 boat made it around the
course and arrived somewhat intact at the ﬁnish line. Spectators
were awesome as they cheered the boats on.
Go ahead and MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the 2nd Saturday
in June 2018 for our next Regatta. Hopefully with this much
notice many of you will be able to design and enter a boat. Look
forward to see you next time.

Put Your Name & Street Address on Your Pier
When the marine police are called, it is sometimes difﬁcult for them to ﬁnd the exact
location of your emergency as often the caller knows no land marks on the water.
The marine police told of a situation several years ago when there were 2 accidents on the
lake within a few minutes of each other and in the same area of the lake. The marine police
received several calls for help and they answered the calls. The problem – the police did not
realize that there were 2 different accidents as they were both in the same general area. Had
the police been able to identify the locations more accurately it would have been obvious
there were 2 separate incidents and everyone in trouble would have received help faster. The
solution to that problem is to put street addresses on your pier.
The marine police have long suggested that at least your street address be put on a board
using at least 3 inch reﬂective letters and the board attached to your pier. This will make
it easy to locate boaters and residents in need of help. The response time in the case of an
emergency would be cut considerably, and the life saved could be yours.
We have had such a board which includes our name and address for a long time. So far
thankfully, we have had no emergencies, but it has helped visitors ﬁnd us as often it is hard
to determine which dock is a friend’s.

Renew our Rivers Lake Clean-up
Poor House Marina was a site, however, we did not have
a dumpster at that location
With all of the volunteers help, we have removed 183 tons or
365,720 pounds of trash removed from Logan Martin since 2001
with over 7,000 volunteers giving of their time.

Breakdown of Weight
for 2017 Lake Cleanup
Pell City Lakeside Park .... .78 tons
Woods Surfside Marina .... .98 tons
Riverside Marina ......... .55 tons
Lakeside Landing ......... 1.62 tons
Clear Creek Marina ...... 1.85 tons
Caribe Club & Marina ..... .74 tons

Total trash tonnage
for the campaign

6.52 tons.

LMLPA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please add my name to the Logan Martin Lake Protection Association 2015 Membership List. I want to
help in the fight to prevent our lake water from being taken over by other states, to make improvements for the
safety of swimmers and boaters, and to protect the quality and quantity of our beautiful Lake Logan Martin.
Name _______________________________________ E-mail Address ________________________________
Address

_____________________________________ Home Phone __________________________________

City ___________________ State _____ Zip _______ Cell Phone ____________________________________

Do you prefer receiving the newsletter by E-mail U.S. Mail
Please check areas that are of special interest to you.
Computer

Membership Recruitment

Lake Litter Cleanup

Water Quality Testing

Pollution

Fish and Fish Habitat

Wetlands Project

Fundraising

In which of these areas would you like to volunteer? __________________________________________

Return this form and membership fee of $25 per household or business per calendar year to:
Logan Martin Lake Protection Association, P.O. Box 2002, Pell City, AL 35125

join or renew online @ WWW.

LMLPA.org

HELP OUR MEMBERSHIP GROW. THERE IS STRENGTH IN NUMBERS.
P.O. Box 2002
Pell City, AL 35125
P.O. Box 2002
Pell City, AL 35125
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